
Will Participation in a Music Pullout Program Bring 
Down My Child's Grades? 

Research says no.  

Groff(1963) was the pioneer in studying the effects of music pullout programs on academic 
achievement. His study determined that participating instrumental music students did not differ 
in total academic achievement from non-participating students despite absence from class.  
 
Freidman (1960) studied the effect of instrumental students missing regular classroom 
instruction in reading and mathematics. The researcher concluded that the loss of regular 
classroom time did not hinder achievement on the Stanford Achievement test. In fact, a 
significant difference in reading scores was observed, favoring instrumental musicians.  
 
Kvet(1985) compared reading, language, and math achievement of sixth graders and found "no 
significant difference in achievement between students who are excused from regular classroom 
activities for the study of instrumental music and students not studying instrumental music." 
(Kvet, p.45)  
 
Circle(1983), music supervisor of the Shawnee Mission School District, determined that test 
scores of the instrumental students were higher in both math and in reading. After comparing 
scores of participants and non-participants on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, Circle believes that 
participation in the music program increases students' achievement.  
 
Holmes(1989) conducted a three-year comparison study of fifth grade participants' and non-
participants' scores on the Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills. Holmes found that music 
students continually surpassed their non-participant peers in academic achievement.  
 
Dreyden(1992) studied fifth grade students' achievement on the Comprehensive Tests of Basic 
Skills in Kansas. When comparing students involved in a music pullout program to students not 
involved in the music pullout program, the results showed that "excusing elementary students 
from regular classroom activities does not negatively affect achievement in math or reading." 
(Dreyden, p. 72)  
 
Wallick (1995) compared Ohio Proficiency Test Results of fourth graders participating in a 
string pullout program to those of matched ability who were not participating in the music 
pullout program. The results favored string students' achievement in reading and in citizenship 
and there was no significant difference between the two groups in writing or math sections.  
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